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as a new kind of writing and, in the course of the book, expounds
its principles in the person of Nicopompus. The poet describes
how he proposes to write a story in the style of a history. The
fictitious element, the exciting and unexpected incidents, are to
attract readers: the pictures of virtues and vices with their
appropriate rewards are to compel men to self-criticism and self-
condemnation. He is careful to add that no persons will be por-
trayed to the exact life, but that disguise will be secured by fictitious
details; consequently, to take offence will be a confession of the
reader's own guilt. It will be an equal error to assume that every-
thing or that nothing corresponds to real fact As, in Euphormio,
the satirical element was dominant, in the later fiction it is the
didactic.
There is no need to repeat the details of the story. Argenis,
daughter and heir presumptive of Meleander, king of Sicily, has
four aspirants to her hand: Lycogenes, the rebel whose attempt
to carry her off is frustrated by Poliarchus, disguised as a girl;
Radirobanes, king of Sardinia, her father's ally against the rebels,
who fails in an attempt to seize Argenis and is afterwards slain in
single combat by Poliarchus; Arehombrotus, a prince who arrives
in Sicily incognito, but proves to be Meleander's son by a secret
marriage; and the hero Poliarchus, a Gallic king, whose union with
Argenis is celebrated at the conclusion.
According to one view, Argems is simply a political treatise cast
in the form of a novel According to another, it is a perpetual his-
torical allegory; while a third would make it, in all that is essential,
a romance. That there is really a fusion of romantic, political and
historical motives is proved, if proof be needed, by the author's
own words.
Like his father, Barclay was a strong but not unreasoning
supporter of the power of the crown. The abuses of monarchy are
debated, but he is careful not to let the Whig dogs have the best
of the argument His was evidently that acute and cautious type
of mind that sides with authority and shows resourcefulness in
opposing the advocates of less arbitrary rule. In the remedies
suggested for strengthening the crown against too powerful nobles,
there is a curious anticipation of Richelieu's measures*
The political questions are those of the day^ but how far are the
principal characters and situations historical? The detail and
order <*f the action is imaginary and a precise allegory is out of the
question, but it would certainly seem that, in describing the condi-
tion and relafciott of various countries, Barclay had in mind the